The Great Scholar

WILLIAM JONES was a commoner by birth. His father belonged
to a yeoman family, which had settled in the island of Anglesey, while
his maternal grandfather was a cabinet-maker in London. His ancestry
evoked little interest in Jones and Wales was always considered a foreign
country by him. This did not, however, come in the way of his
'becoming a Cymmrodorian in 1778 and learning Welsh/1 As a lawyer,
he used to pay annual visits to Wales and composed some of hss romantic
poems dealing with pagan motifs, along the river Wye and by Cardigan
Bay. Further, when Burke proposed a bill in the House of Commons in
February 1 780 for abolishing the Welsh circuit, Jones championed the
cause of the Welshman. He said in a letter to George John Spencer on
11 February 1 782:" I hope the Welshmen will petition against the Bill
and if they please they may employ me to support their petition at the
bar of the House/'2 But he never looked upon himself as a Welshman,
and the cultural history of his ancestors meant little to him.

Jones's father, William Jones, was a mathematician of renown,
who, in spite of humble beginnings, rose to prominence. Hss propensity
towards mathematical studies was natural and of an early origin; and,
by assiduous cultivation, he achieved a brilliant career. After a short
stay in the West Indies, he settled m London. He published a book on
navigation, A Treatise on the An of Navigation, when he was tw^nty-
two, and, after four years, his work on mathematics, Synopsis
Palmariorum Matheseos. Both the works were received well and
established his reputation. He could secure appointment as tutor to
Philip Yorke (afterwards Lord Hardwicke) and later to Thomas and George
Parker, the first and second earls of Macclesfield. He had the friendship
and support of the second earl throughout his life. He came in contact
with eminent personalities like Isaac Newton, Samuel Johnson and
Edmund Halley. He was particularly close to Newton and had the
privilege of editing quite a few of his minor works. In 1712, when he
was thirty-two, he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in
recognition of his contributions to mathematics.

William Jones accompanied Macclesfield when he moved to
Shirburn Castle in Oxfordshire. Here he happened to meet Marry Nix,
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